(cpb|zdyr | ¥"N)

Hinnom Valley/ Wadi Rababa

A socio-political, arclaeological overview

Introduction

Hinnom Valley/Wadi Rababa is a uniquely picturesguehaeologally-compelling

stretch of land in the center of a political conflict. The beliefs and traditions

associaté with the area make for a valley whose religious and cultural significance

cuts across national and religious sectors. The area is one of the open spaces in East
Jerusalem that the Jerusalem Development Authority (JDA) has been developing for

tourism in ecent years. The landscape development, conservation work and

improvement of public access to the antiquities are important and valuable, but

accompanied by political interests joined to the battle for sovereignty over East

Jerusalem. Thousands of Paleisins live on both sides of the valley, yet its

devel opment includes no -beinguedaltemesithemi n t he
from the areas undelevelopment. The disparity between the development and the

emphasis on the historical significance & flites on one hand, and the absence of

any provision for residentsd needs and the

tensions and suspicion between the two sides.
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Hinno VIIey, the northern section with a view to the south

Location

Hinnom Valley/Wadi Rababa is bordered by Mt. Zion on the north and on the west by
the Jerusalem Cinematheque. The Albu neighborhood lies to one side of the

valley, and Silwan to the oth@lumber 3 in the Jerusalem's Historical Basin

cemeteries map)Thevalley is part of what until 1967 was the demilitarized zone
between Israel and Jordan. Today it serves as a green space for picnics, rock climbing
and horseback ridingfor both the Jewish and Palestinian populatiodstil 1967 the
Western part of unddsraeli rule, the central area was no man's land and the eastern

part was under Jordanian's rule.

! Jerusalem, Local outline plan, archaeological attaché 63, 64
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Main Cemeteries in Jerusalem's Historical Basin
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The wadi is for the most part construction free, except for some stone terraces
surrounding fruit trees and a road connecting th8udgtan neighborhooith Silwan

to Abu Tur and west JerusalerArchaeologcally, Hinnom Valley is the continuation

of an area called Katef Hinnom (Hinnom Shoulder)/R&=abus, which lies from St.
Andrews Church in west Jerusalem teB\stan in the east. The entire areasdrv

for burials over thousands of years. Its eastern, lower end is identified with Akeldama

in the Christian tradition.
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Hinnom Valley/Wadi Rabab# view from Silwan to the Abu Tur neighborhood

Archaeologcal Survey

The area contains many tombs excavatémthe rocks, where dozens of people were
buried over different periods. Burial styles and other findings allow us to date the
earliest ones to the end of the Judean Kingdesi"(@entury BCE), and show

continuous burials up to the Byzantine peri¢e/{ CenturiesCE). Along the road

that runs from Abu Tur to the valley one can see a number of graves from the Judean
kingdom. Additional graves from that period are found in privadeped land

belonging to residents of AbTur.
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Tombs excavated ithe rock facé 8-7" Century BCE

In the course of digging in the Hinnom Shoulder/R&¥ahus, where the Begin

Center is currently located, archaeologists unearthed a silver scroll dated o the 7

Century BCE with an inscription of a section from tha§tly Blessing, a prayer

which was familiar in biblical times and is still recited in synagogues to thié day.

This is a rare and unique find that testifies to the continuity of prayer traditions over
thousands of years.

The Onuphrius Conventhich bebngs to the Greek Orthodox Church is situated on

the valleyds incline. The convent was bui
identifies the valley with Akeldamiathe field of blood. Christian tradition has it that

% G. BarkaygKatef(ShoulderHinnom excavation in Jerusalgn®admoniot68, 1984, (in Hebrew)
andG. Bakay et al., "The Amulets from t&& Hinnom: A New Edition and EvaluatjoBulletin of the
American Schools of Oriental Resea&884, American Schimof Oriental Research, May 2004
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it was bought by Judas Esgot with the money he received for delivering Jesus to the

Romans. A Crusadara structure (223" CenturyCE) identified as a burial place

for Christian pilgrims who died in the Hol":
function may accountfar he name: fithe House of bones. 0

its ceiling, and is adjoined by a tower.

Onuphrius Converit a view to the south

A set of excavated family tombs dated to the First Cer@rgre located near the

convent. These are luxurgribs composed of several rooms with carved burial

niches. These structures and the ossuaries-&and chests) within them are

evidence of a burial style practiced by Jerusalem area Jews at the time of the Second

Temple. Inscriptions found on some béttombs and the ossuaries support this

cl ai m. The tombsdé wealth and their presen:
Jerusalem and of the temple. Pilgrims from throughout the ancient world made their

way to Jerusalem, and the rich among thevested a great deal of money to
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purchase burial grounds and build opulent family grdv&ke graves served these
families over several generations. Inscriptions found on some of the graves include
names that appear to belong to families originating@eitderusalem, such as the

cave of the Ariston family, which was based in Apamea, Syria.

Entrance of a quarried graveEarly Roman Period / Second Temple period

It appears that Jerusalem residents continued to use the graves during the late Roman
period (2'°-3" CenturiesCE) and in the Byzantine era-{&" CenturiesCE). The later

use of the structures was made by people who were not of the original families that

® G. Avni & Z. GreenhuThe Akeldama Tombderusalem, 1996 | YR | £ 42Y wo! o{ @ al OF f A
Rock cut Tombs in Wady-erl 6 | 6 A = \WERQBa2.900, Bpy 28488 PEFQ331901, pp.
145158; 215226
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purchased the burial sitésAlongside the old graves, which were in continuous use,
new graves were excavated in the late Roman Period and the Byzantine era. These
graves are characterized by arcosoliums (arched recesses used for entombment)
excavated in their internal walls. Remnants of cremation burials (the burial of
cremation ashes)ave also found in the Hinnom Shoulder/Rd3abus. Cremation

burial was customary in the western parts of the Roman Empire, and offers testimony
that the interred came from those regions. The assumption is that they were Roman

soldiers or officials.
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A fenced cemetery near to the incline
Cemetery. Today the cemetery is no longer in use, but it served the Karaite

* G. Avni & ZGreenhutThe Akeldama Tombaerusalem, 199

® G. BarkaydKatef(ShoulderHinnom excavation in Jerusalgn®admoniot68, 1984(in Hebrew)
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community that came to Jerusalénthe Tenth Century and persisted until th&.20
On the slopes of Mt. Zion, on the north bank of the Hinnom Valley, we find a
cemetery called Sambuski. This cemetery served poor Jews during the Ottoman
period® Today the place is surrounded by a f2aad out of use. The area is under
|l sraeli authoritiesdéd control; plans for th
actualized.

The Karaite Cemetery

® Z. ShazaRabbi Gedaliah of SiemiatycBamphlet, Jerusalem 1962 (in Hebrew), p.25

s
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The Sambuski graveyard at the foot of Mt. Zion, adjacent to Silwan homes

Development andConservation Work

Apart from the paved road across the Valley which connects Abu Tur and west
Jerusalem to the Silwan village and #rehaeolog c al si t e of @At he
most of the area remains unbuilt. Over the years-2008, the Jerusalem
Devdopment Authority (JDA), employing the East Jerusalem Development Ltd.
(EJD), ran a development project in the valley that included improving the Silwan
City of David road, landscaping, and paving a walkway across the valley. Currently
the JDA is at worlon the construction of a promenade at the cost of three million

NIS.” In 2010, the Sambuski cemetery was surveyed and findings were docuinented

" JDA websitewalkways and Development in the Old G#ybsection in Hebrew)

M N
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http://www.jda.gov.il/front/ShowCategory.aspx?ItemID=2100&Lang=HE
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The promenadeds route i g théCiremathegeeandtieer us al
Hinnom Shoulder region to ABustan in Silwan at the other end.

Over AugustSept ember 2011, the Conservation Depa
Authority performed conservation work on the Crusader hall. The building has been

preserved up to its ceiling, but over the years its yndeings have eroded, and

preservation work was vital for its maintenance. The development work and the

Onuphrius Convent create a disconnected, bucolic, Middle Eastern landscape

removed from the conflicted reality the valley is surrounded by.

Conservak 2y 62NJ Ay (GKS / NYza |l OB6NG right, entrpto ain éxaBatetl @adza S 2 F . 2

D. HerzogSambuskg The story of a Jewish cemetery in mount of ZMegalim, Jerusaelm, 2011 (In
Hebrew)



(cpb|zdyr | ¥"N)

Archaeology and the Residents

Much of the Hinnom Valley is part of the Palestinian neighborhood of Abu Tur.
Several neighborhood homes are adjacent to gravésther graves lie within the
properties. The development of tourism divides the settled area from that designated
for tourism, and increases alienation. The alienation of area residents is amplified
because the graves are depicted as Israeli assg@lsarbecause millions of shekel

are invested in tourism development while the neighborhoodiitsdtich is in

desperate need of infrastructiireees no investment whatsoever. Furthermore; Abu
Tur is part of Silwan, and the walkway creates a baln&rgeparates it from the

vill ageds other neighborhoods. An exampl e
archaeoloyg from area residents is evident in the home property of the Siam family in
Abu Tur. The area is fenced in by a stone fence leadiagdoky slope with tomb
excavations. The burial style suggests they should be dated t&th@enturies

BCE. The Siam family home is one of several homes on the slope of Hinnom
Valley/Wadi Rababa.

An ancient tomb in a private backyard



